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PLANT DIVERSITY

3.1 Plantdiversity of Vidyasagar University campus
He term biodiversity was coined as a contraction of biological diversity by E.O. Wilson in 1985. Biodiversity is

defined as the variety and variability of living organisms and the ecological complexes in which they exist In
other words, biodiversity is the occurrence of different types of ecosystems, different species of organisms
with the whole range of their variants and genes adapted to different climates, environments along with ther
interactions and processes. Biodiversity is short for "biological diversity’, the variety of life on earth. Abundance
and diversity of ecosystems, species, and genes and the interactions between them are a key part of
biodiversity. Together they create an balancing system that ensures the continuance of lifein the natural wo

and the provision of oxygen, fresh waterand a wide variety of natural resources that are essential forus
Biodiversity includes the genetic variability (due to this different varieties of spices have appeared in the Course
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ecosystems. The diversity may be intraspecific (within species) and interspecific (in between the species) o
these are well supported by ecosystem. It is found that the diverse living forms of the ecosystem are ieed
with the global environmental changes. There are threeinterrelated hierarchical levels of biodiversity "
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Plant Diversity

Distribution- Ihroughout West

Amaranthus spinosus:
inous annual

Benqgal, Remarkable characlers: Erect, sp

i (el
herb. Branches with sharp spinein leaf axils. Flowers are

bracts narrow. Utility- Wi ole
pyre tic, Improves

sessile, green, NUMerous,

plamt used as laxative, diuretic, anti
appetite, used mn blood disease, purning gpnsation
hallucination, and leprosy Roots are used to cure

gonorrhea, eczema and root paste with long peppers

expel out pus, Availability- MNear

applied on bolls 10

engineering section

Abutilon indic Distribution- Southern West Bengal
Remarkable ©f acters- Undershrub, branches stellate
hairy, sometimes with short hair. Flowers solitary and
yellow colored. s==ds are sculptures and dark brown in color

in reniform.; Utility- Roots are used in fever, haematuria,
leycorrhoea, menorrhagia, cough, stone in bladder and
fungal infection and insect bites in mouth and head,
Availability- Near Play ground

"‘" Aegle marmelos: Distribution- Throughout West Bengal
Remarkable characters- Medium sized or big tree, Leaves
trifoliate, flowers greenish to white, sweet scented, fruit
hard in texture, globose with a woody, greenish-yellow rind
1 Seeds embedded in mucilage and orange or yellow sweet
pulp.; Utility- Roots are used in fever, abdominal pain,
palpitation of the heart, urinary troubles. Root barks are
crushed with water and taken in case of snake bites Fresh
leaves are taken to treat deafness and inflammation
Flowers are used in dysentery. Ripe fruits are used as tonic,
restorative, laxative and good for heart and brain
Availability- Near Boys hostel




Animal Diversity

Grass Demon
(Udaspes folus)




Apimsl Diversity

Family: Lycaenidae

Indian Common Sliverline
(Spindasis vulcanus vulcanus)

arows, scrubjungles and secondary forest They are difficult

fast erratically. Even when disturbed they return o the
heir host plants. Wing span 26-65mm Abundance

Hinhabits scrub land with sparse vegetation, hedg
-.s::% turb when nectaring on flowers but are able to fly
spot @ moment later. Mainly, they are found near t

moderate
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Plant Diversity
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Figure 3.1 : Patches of Eucalyptus plantation in Vidyasagar University campus

~

Flora of Vidyasagar University is rich The campus is located in dry deciduous forest zone, still it nurtures a
huge phytodiversity of more than two hundred different species of wild and cultivated plants. Patches of
Eucalyptus sp. (Fig 3.1) and Anacardium oxidentale (Fig 3.2) is there. Hundreds of herbs are found in roadsides
andin the floor of forest patches. There is a dense green patch of trees of mixed plants in the road side of 3rd
gate to boys' hostel (Fig 3. 3), boys' hostel to canteen and in the road side of boys' hostel to canteen (Fig 3 4)
There are some avenue plants like Samanea saman, Delonix regia, Peltoforum sp. etc in second gate to DDE
road (Fig 3.5), Library road (Fig 3.6) and auditorium to Krirangan road. The total number of plants listed more

[ T

than 210 and several other plants are yet to be listed. About 59% of total plants are herbaceous, 26% are

shrubbyand 15% are of tree species (Fig 3.7).
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