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Women’s Studies Centre 
Ph. 03222-276554/276555/276557/276558-Extn-530. 

wsc@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in 

 

Date of Establishment: February, 2010 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                              

,        

 
                                                                          
                                                                                      

                                                                       

                                               

1. Introduction about the Department: 

The Women’s Studies Centre of Vidyasagar University was established in March, 

2010.Women’s Studies centre in Vidyasagar University aims to promote study, 

research, documentation & Publication, training and consultancy on issues related to 

women, feminism, gender and sexuality with an objective to support women from all 

strata of society to understand their inner potentials and use that to create a more gender-

just society. The Centre also run 2 years M.Phil. Program. 

 

2. Vision: 

Women’s Studies Centre, VU aims to promote study, research, documentation & 

publication, training and consultancy on issues related to women with an objective to 

support women from all strata of society especially from rural South-Bengal to 

understand their inner potentials, and use that to create a more gender-just society. The 

centre also intends to provide a flourishing interdisciplinary environment for research 

and allied activities on a wide range of Women’s issues. 

 

Director  

Dr. Jolly Das 
Associate Professor 

Dept. of English 

jollydas66@gmail.com 

Dy. Director 

Prof. Monanjali Bandyopadhyay 
Dept. of Bengali    

monanjali.bandyopadhyay@gmail.co

m  

mailto:wsc@mail.vidyasagar.ac.in
mailto:jollydas66@gmail.com
mailto:monanjali.bandyopadhyay@gmail.com
mailto:monanjali.bandyopadhyay@gmail.com
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3. Mission: 

The centre has adopted a women-centred and interdisciplinary approach by drawing on 

a range of disciplines like history, literature, cultural studies, philosophy, politics, 

anthropology, sociology in one hand as well as science and technology with those 

gender, culture and society. The centre aims to be a perfect blend of scholastic and 

action programmes related to gender sensitization, women’s empowerment and 

capacity building. Keeping in mind, that gender sensitization creates that necessary base 

for balanced perspectives on social construction, the centre intends to initiate and 

implement appropriate research, curriculum development, teaching, advocacy and 

action. Apart from introducing academic programme, it will also be involved in micro-

level field studies and awareness generation programmes. 

 

       Goals: 

o To stimulate and augment knowledge about gender, race, ethnicity and class as 

well as sexual identity and cultural influence on women’s lives. 

o To initiate research that addresses gender-related issues facing society today. 

o To carry out programmes and projects that would help in formulation of policy 

and development of action plans for Government and NGO sectors. 

o To study and impact assessment of policies and programmes related to women 

and gender. 

o To establish network and collaboration among scholars and academic 

community across universities and academic institutions and governmental and 

non-governmental organizations that enrich the intellectual environment of the 

university. 

o To improve the working climate for women faculty members, administrative 

and non-teaching staff of the university as well as the students. 

o To create bridges between research, teaching, public understanding, and 

discussion about women and gender-related issues in general and women’s lives 

in particular. 
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 Provides advisory and consultancy services on associated issues to institutions and 

organizations, within and outside the government, including development agencies and 

cooperatives. 

 

Programme of Women’s Studies Centre, 2022-2023 

 

 

 

 

Under some unavoidable circumstance the post of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor 

at this University remained long vacant on this score approvals were unavailable 

to conduct any more progrrames.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sl. 

No. 
Subjects Speakers Venue 

Duration (with 

date) 

01 

Celebration of 

International 

Women’s Day, 2023 

Lecture on “Role of 

Women towards 

sustainable 

development”. 

1.  Mrs. Rosenara Khan, Social 

Worker, Midnapore   West 

Bengal. 

2. Prof. Annapurna 

Chattopadhyay, Professor 

(Rtd.), Dept. of History. Raja 

N.L.Khan Women’s College  
 

 

A.P.J. 

Abdul 

Kalam 

Hall, 

Vidyasagar 

University, 

Midnapore 

- 721102 

24 March, 2023, 

at 12:00 Noon  

02 

 Special Lecture on  

“Women in tradition 

and modernity 

literary and folkloric 

perspective” 

1. Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra, 

Director, Folklore Foundation, 

Bhubaneswar. 

 

Aninda 

Basu Roy 

Hall, 

Vidyasagar 

University, 

Midnapore 

- 721102 

30 March, 2023, 

at 12:00 Noon 
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1. Celebration of International Women’s Day, 2023, Lecture 

on “Role of Women towards sustainable development”. 

 

Speaker:  1. Mrs. Rosenara Khan 

    Social Worker 

    Midnapore 

    West Bengal. 

2. Prof. Annapurna Chattopadhyay, 

Professor (Rtd.), 

    Dept. of History. 

    Raja N.L.Khan Women’s College  

 

 

Venue:   A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Hall, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore - 721102  

Date:    24.03.2023 

Organized by:  Women’s Studies Centre, Vidyasagar University Midnapore 

 

On the occasion of International Women’s Day 2023, we at the World Bank Group will 

celebrate women’s achievements and contributions with a series of events and 

engagements – we look forward to your participation! 

The UN theme for this year’s International Women’s Day is “DigitALL: Innovation 

and technology for gender equality”.  This theme is aligned with the priority theme for 

the upcoming 67th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW-

67), “Innovation and technological change, and education in the digital age for 

achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls”.   

Gender equality and empowerment remains a priority for the World Bank Group – 

both in our operations and in the organization. To drive transformative change, the 

World Bank Group’s yearlong Accelerate Equality initiative throughout 2022 

explored the important progress made and lessons learned over the last 10 years since 

the World Development Report 2012: Gender Equality and Development (WDR2012), 

and developed ideas and a momentum for the future while strengthening partnerships 

with a diverse group of stakeholders.  In 2023, the World Bank Group is transitioning 

to the preparation of the 2024-30 WBG Gender Strategy Update, to be launched in early 

2024. 
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We at the World Bank Group are working with our clients to find innovative solutions 

to help women and girls unleash their human capital and become leaders, entrepreneurs, 

and agents of change for green, resilient, and inclusive development. Engaging women 

is key to development, including climate action.  Women’s economic empowerment, 

in conjunction with girls’ education, family planning, reproductive and sexual health, 

and reduced child marriage, can facilitate the transition to low-carbon economies, help 

improve resource use, and assist in lowering environmental damage and land 

fragmentation, as well as increase resilience.There is more work to do, so, together, let 

us accelerate gender equality and empowerment today for a more sustainable 

tomorrow! 

 
Sl. No Name Department Duration of the 

Interaction 

01 Sanchari Roy Women’s Studies 02 Mint 

02 Uttam Kumar Bera Women’s Studies 02 Mint. 

03 Riya Nandi Sociology 03 Mint 

04 Sanghati Samanta Political Science 05 Mint 

05 Puja Chabri Sociology 04 Mint 

06 Seuli Dey Philosophy 03 Mint 

07 Barnika Bandyopadhyah Women’s Studies 03 Mint 

08 Basanta Mahata Philosophy 03 Mint 

 

 

Feedback – All participants of the programme were enlightened by the speakers about 

various impacts of “Role of Women towards sustainable development” in the society 

as well as in their own life. 

 

 

 

 

2. Special Lecture on  “Women in tradition and modernity 

literary and folkloric perspective” 

Speaker:  1. Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra, 

    Director, 
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                            Folklore Foundation, 

                            Bhubaneswar. 

 

Venue:   Aninda Basu Roy Hall, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore - 721102 

Date:      30.03.2023 

Organized by:  Women’s Studies Centre, Vidyasagar University Midnapore 

 

Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra discuss about the “Women in tradition and modernity 

literary and folkloric perspective” from his own experience of life. The major portion 

of folklore depends upon the women. The relationship between tradition and modernity 

and the modernness of objectifying, representing and studying folklore and oral 

traditions. The modern and tradition as modern concepts, and the conception of folklore 

and its study as a modern trajectory. The politics of folklore with regard to nationalism, 

and the role of folk tradition in the production of nation-state in our country. His 

discussion of these issues emerges from selected perspectives on postmodernism and 

postmodernist thinking. These were topical, and in some circles radical issues in the 

early 1990s. We aware that today, more than ten years after, postmodernism seems like 

out-dated rhetoric. The literature from the 1980s and early 1990s because that part was 

originally written for the dissertation. With the belief that it still functions as a 

theoretical and research historical orientation to the discussion on the politics of folk 

tradition in the second section. Many of the points made in conjunction with 

postmodernism continue to deserve consideration. This is especially so in the field of 

folklore studies, which was never saturated with the postmodernist critique of 

modernism. There are academic environments in which such ‘postmodernist’ issues as 

reflexivity and representation and their implications for both ethnographic and archival 

research still await discovery.  
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Sl. No Name Department Duration of the Interaction 

01 Arnab Das Women’s Studies 04 Mint. 

02 Srirupa Mukherjee Women’s Studies 02 Mint. 

03 Swadesh Sarkar Women’s Studies 03 Mint 

04 Soma Sannigrahi Women’s Studies 02 Mint 

05 Santanu Bhunia Women’s Studies 04 Mint 

06 Aishwarya Banerjee English 03 Mint 

07 Nandini Saha English 06 Mint 

08 Dipankar Bera Geography 03 Mint 

09 ArpitaMaity Philosophy 03 Mint 

10 Susmita Das Philosophy 02 Mint 

11 SanghatiSamanta Political Science 05 Mint 

12 ArpitaKheto. Women’s Studies 02 Mint 

13 MousumiGhorai Women’s Studies 03 Mint 

 

 

 

Feedback – All participants were enlightened with the lecture and interaction on the 

“Women in tradition and modernity literary and folkloric perspective”. 
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Photo Gallery 

 

 

 

   

Celebration of International Women’s Day, 2023 at A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Hall, 

Vidyasagar University on 24.03.2023 
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Special Lecture on “Women in tradition and modernity literary and folkloric 

perspective” by Dr. Mahendra Kumar Mishra, Director, Folklore Foundation, 

Bhubaneswar at Anindya Basu Roy Hall, Vidyasagar University on 30.03.2023. 
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