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1.3.1 : Institution integrates crosscutting issues relevant to Professional Ethics, Gender, Human Values, Environment and Sustainability into the Curriculum
 

Response:
Inculcation of Human and social values, gender  equality,  professional  ethics, environmental conservation and sustainable development are the priorities  emphasized by Vidyasagar University. These constitute the vital part of university’s curricular, co- curricular and extra-curricular activities. 
 

Professional Ethics:

To practise and to inspire ethical practices in all spheres has been one of the prime concerns of Vidyasagar University. It has been done with a view to imbibing social, cultural and personal responsibilities. In consonance with these objectives, professional ethics has been an essential component of the curriculum of all the academic wings of the University. The curriculum stresses ethical practices in the treatment of the animals and creatures, business ethics, biosafety, intellectual property rights, respects for hoary history, rich philosophy  and the cultural heritage of India, preservation of and mutual respects for the endangered folk, indigenous languages of India, allegiance to the Constitution of India, sincere concern for the flora and the fauna that includes the indigenous plants, alertness to the advancements in science, technology and computation etc.

Gender Issues:

One of the besetting problems eating into the vitals of our society is gender inequality and gender oppression. Indian society has been said to be chiefly patriarchal where the women and the LQBTQ communities are marginalized. The University believes in an inclusive society and is resolved for women empowerment and empowerment of the queer people. In order to achieve this avowed goal, gender equity has been the common component of almost all the programmes across disciplines. The Women’s Studies Department with its keen eyes on the cross cutting Gender issues has been working with resolution to bring in gender equity and to impart proper education with regard to gender issues. The Languages departments and some social science departments have courses such as Women’s Writing, Gender and Society, Feminism and Sensitisation. Apart from gender- oriented courses components  such as WOMEN AND SOCIETY IN INDIAN HISTORY (History), Padmavati by Syed Alaol, Swarna Kumari Devi, Prortham Protushruti by Asapurna Devi, Aranyer Adhikar and “Stanadayani” by Mahashweta Devi , Short stiries by Indura Goswami (Bengali), GENDER AND LITERATURE (English). Apart from thse Food Science and Nutrition, Textiles and Apparel Design, the department of Sociology and Education offer exclusive courses which have bearing on gender issues and women empowerment and education. 

Human Values:

Through some inclusive practices the human values enshrined in the Indian Constitution are inculcated among the teachers, the taught and the stakeholders.  Keeping in mind the UGC guidelines, in almost all the PG programmes followed by the different departments of Vidyasagar University human rights has been made the most desirable component. These course components include Human Rights, the Right to Education, Fundamental duties, remedial measures and social values. In addition, the Social Sciences departments, Professional Studies and Language departments offer courses like Personality Development, Soft Skills etc. Yoga and Life Skills  help the student community to understand the human values. Personal values are imbibed through courses on counselling introduced by the departments of Education and career counselling. To this end, the curriculum uses experiential learning methods, case studies and other adult learning principles to design these courses.

 Environment and Sustainability:

Such environment and sustainability oriented courses introduced by the university as ENVIRONMENT AND LITERATURE (English), Santali Folk Literature (Santali), DIVERSITY AND SYSTEMATICS OF PROKARYOTIC MICROBES, DIVERSITY AND SYSTEMATICS OF EUKARYOTIC MICROBES, MICROBIAL GROWTH AND PRESERVATION  (Microbiology), Ecological Principles, Entomology and Ecotoxicology  (Zoology), ECOLOGY, ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY AND PHYTOGEOGRAPHY (Botany) enhance  awareness among the youth regarding environment , sustainability and biodiversity goals. Students are taught and encouraged to utilize natural and other resources judiciously. It has been the resolve of our university to promote the inclusion of course components relating to Environmental Ethics and Energy Conservation. A look at the programmes will bear proof to this assertion. 

The centres of Environmental Sciences, Life Sciences, Adivasi studies, offer postgraduate programmes pertaining to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). These programmes have course component that address issues on climate alterations, clean energy, the life world, clean water and sanitation, water conservation, wastewater recycling, disaster management, good health and sustainable cities, rural development, community development. 

 
